Friends  Bulletin 

PACIFIC  AND  NORTH  PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETINGS  OF  THE  RELIGIOUS  SOCIETY  OF  FRIENDS 


Volume  49,  Number  10  July,  1981 


Call  to  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
1981 

Let  New  England  Yearly  Meeting’s  prophetic  vision  for  a Peaceable  Kingdom  call  us  to  Chico  this 
year: 

Thus  saith  the  Lord:  Here  and  now  you  shall  stand  to  live  in  my  commonwealth.  You 
shall  devote  yourselves  to  do  my  will.  You  shall  examine  honestly  the  evils  of  the  world, 
and  humbly  acknowledge  your  own  involvement  in  them.  You  shall  draw  new  courage 
from  your  obedience  to  me,  so  that  you  may  have  the  strength  to  undertake  risks  and 
sacrifices.  Your  love  for  your  neighbors  shall  give  you  joy  and  hope  as  you  work  to  bring 
about  the  new  world. 

This  is  meant  for  daily  living,  but  it  is  also  a clear  outline  for  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  in  August. 

From  the  centered  meeting  of  Representative  Committee,  as  it  approved,  one  by  one,  the  plans  for 
PYM,  came  a deep  hope  for  us  to  seek  together  the  spiritual  basis  for  our  life  and  work.  A guest,  Ann 
Stever,  from  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  is  invited  to  speak  to  us  on  this  search.  Ann  is  clerk  of 
North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting’s  Steering  Committee  and  in  1980  led  the  AFSC  delegation  to  South 
Africa  Yearly  Meeting. 

We  will  be  called  to  “examine  honestly”  the  evils  of  the  world.  A concern  from  San  Jose  Meeting 
will  bring  us  to  consider  the  problems  of  human  need  in  our  immediate  society.  Concerns  from  Palo 
Alto  Meeting  and  Santa  Cruz  Meeting  will  direct  our  attention  particularly  to  trouble  in  the  Middle 
East  and  Central  America.  Young  Friends  will  consider  with  us  hindrances  to  spiritual  growth  which 
may  rise  from  our  common  use  or  misuse  of  drugs  and  alcohol. 

We  will  query  ourselves  on  our  various  expressions  in  faith  and  works,  and  seek  ways  to  strengthen 
one  another  to  take  the  risks  we  must.  Surely  joy  and  hope  will  be  renewed  as  we  meet  together  in  love. 
Above  all,  the  Minute  from  Marloma  Meeting  on  our  Peace  Testimony  will  offer  us  a guide: 

We  affirm  in  the  face  of  the  realities  of  the  world  and  the  destruction  by  which  we  are 
surrounded  that  our  only  response  is  in  that  powerlessness  which  can  release  the  spirit 
of  God.  . . 

Come  to  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  Chico,  California,  August  3 to  8,  1981 . 

Eleanor  Foster,  Clerk 
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Watercolor 

was  the  way  he  saw, 
in  wash,  light  underneath, 
around,  and  coming  through, 

delicate  layers  darkening 
as  he  chose.  His  brush 
rinsed  color  on  a world 
where  smallest  edges 
told.  They  kept  bleeding 
till  he  fixed  them.  Sometimes 
nothing  could  be  done.  He 
almost  never  knew  unless 
he  caught  his  work 
before  it  dried. 

It’s  odd,  he  thought, 
how  textures  guide  the  flow. 

Now  he  was  old  he  didn’t  want 
to  paint  opaque,  be  definite 
or  bold.  He  didn’t  want  the  heavy 
more  elastic  stuff,  thick  pigment 
made  to  cover  up  mistakes 
and  do  it  right  again 
so  many  times.  Free  and  fast 
was  best,  and  he  could  be 
outdoors  when  days  were  good. 

Translucent  was  the  clearest  view 
he  had,  and  subtle  shade  permitted 
change  enough.  It  was  a fluid  world. 

He  lived  in  light  so  long 
he  saw  it  always  there, 
and  coming  through. 

Jeanne  Lohmann 

[Written  in  response  to  the  memorial  minute  for 
Jack  Bryant  published  in  the  June,  1980,  issue  of 
Friends  Bulletin .] 


Prayer 

By  helping  prepare  meals 
We  help  love  grow. 

By  helping  paint  the  walls 
We  help  love  grow. 

By  being  thankful  for  the  time  people  take 
to  give  us  something  special 
We  help  love  grow. 

By  helping  others  to  look  and  do  their  best 
We  help  love  grow.  Amen. 

From  Phoenix  Meeting  Newsletter.  Prayer 
prepared  by  first  grade,  First  Day  School  Class. 
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Dear  Friends  of  Intermountain,  North  Pacific,  and  Pacific  Yearly  Meetings: 

Suppose  you  managed  a business.  Then  suppose  some  who  received  your  services 
delayed  their  payments  from  one  to  nine  months.  Meanwhile,  payrolls  and  bills  must 
be  met,  but  you  have  no  reserves  to  ease  your  cash  flow.  What  would  you  do? 

This,  Friends,  is  the  real-life  scenario  of  Friends  Bulletin , a small  publishing  busi- 
ness which  exists  to  enable  Friends  in  the  western  states  to  communicate  and  share 
their  lives  and  witness.  Our  cash  flow  is  acutely  unpredictable  as  some  meetings  and 
individuals  are  often  very  late  in  paying  renewals.  (This  year  twenty-seven  meetings 
of  forty -seven  have  been  one  to  nine  months  late  in  payment.)  Yearly  meeting  sub- 
sidies are  paid  quarterly,  bi-annually,  or  yearly;  however,  none  of  the  subsidy  checks 
equals  the  cost  of  one  month’s  expenses  which  average  $1654.  Without  reserves  or 
endowment  and  with  unexpected  increases  this  year  in  production  costs— $424  more 
for  paper,  $200  more  for  binding,  typesetting  and  layout  costs  doubled  in  the  last 
quarter,  a 90%  increase  in  overseas  airmail  rates  and  a 50%  increase  in  second  class 
mail  rates— Friends  Bulletin  must  make  this  appeal  to  you  who  value  its  visible 
ministry  of  Friends  to  Friends. 

Beyond  these  increases  in  production  costs,  the  summer  months  of  yearly  meet- 
ings incur  travel  and  conference  costs  {ox  Friends  Bulletin  editor  at  a time  of  lowest 
cash  flow.  Therefore,  Friends  Bulletin  Committee  and  the  editors  find  it  necessary 
and  imperative  to  ask  that  you  consider  giving  as  generous  a gift  as  you  are  able  at 
this  time  both  individually  and  as  meetings  to  enable  us  to  meet  expenses  and  build 
a reserve  which  would  insure  a dependable  cash  flow. 

Many  Friends  have  expressed  their  appreciation  for  the  historical  documentation 
of  the  lives,  witness,  concerns,  and  faith  of  Quakers  in  our  western  yearly  meetings 
which  Friends  Bulletin  provides.  We  feel  it  is  worthy  of  greater  support  and  support 
that  is  steady  and  predictable.  Won’t  you  help  us  by  your  gifts  to  insure  the  continu- 
ed life  of  Friends  Bulletin ? 

Marilyn  Heilman,  Clerk,  Friends  Bulletin  Committee 

Shirley  Ruth,  Editor 

Jeanne  Lohmann,  Associate  Editor 

Postscript:  In  order  to  save  the  costs  of  a separate  printing  and  mailing,  we  have 
included  this  appeal  on  a page  which  may  be  cut  from  this  issue  and  folded  on  dotted 
lines.  You  may  enclose  your  check,  tape  on  three  sides,  stamp,  and  mail.  Thank  you! 

(Contributions  to  Friends  Bulletin  are  tax  deductible.) 
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Return  Address: 
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Stamp 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 
319  Byxbee  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 

94132 
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Tentative  Schedule  for  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
1981 

Chico,  California 
Sunday,  August  2 


10:00-5:00 

Standing  Committees  on  call  by 
Clerks 

7:30-10:00 

Representative  Committee  I 

Monday,  August  3 

9:00-11:00 

Representative  Committee  II 

11:15  - 12:00 

Orientation  for  first  time  attenders 

11:45  - 1:15 

Lunch 

1:30-3:00 

**SESSION  I:  Roll  Call 
Sharing  and  Concerns 

4:00-5:00 

SESSION  II:  Meeting  for  Worship 

5:00-6:30 

Dinner 

7:30 

SESSION  III:  “State  of  Society” 
Ministry  and  Oversight  Committee 

Tuesday,  August  4 

7:00-8:15 

Breakfast 

8:15-9:30 

Worship-Fellowship  Groups 

10:00  - 12:00  SESSION  IV:  “The  Spiritual  Basis 
of  our  Life  and  Work” 

Ann  Stever,  invited  guest 

11:45-1:15 

Lunch 

1:30-3:30 

Interest  and  Sharing  Groups 

4:15-5:00 

SESSION  V : Meeting  for  Worship 

5:00-6:30 

Dinner 

7:30-9:45 

SESSION  VI:  Treasurer’s  Report 
“External  and  Internal  Pressures: 
A Religious  Consideration  of  the 
Use  and  Misuse  of  Drugs  and 
Alcohol”  (arranged  by  Young 
Friends) 

Wednesday,  August  5 

7:00-8:15 

Breakfast 

8:15-9:30 

Worship-Fellowship  Groups 

10:00  - 12:00  Quiet  Morning  - Options 

Meditation  Rooms  in  Craig  Hall 
Workshop  on  the  Conduct  of 
Meetings  for  Business  - Bradley  Hall 


11:45  - 1:15 

Lunch 

1:30-3:30 

Interest  and  Sharing  Groups 

4:15-5:00 

SESSION  VII: 
Meeting  for  Worship 

5:00-6:30 

Dinner 

6:00-7:15 

Small  Group  Sharing  on  “Minding 
the  Spiritual  Life  in  our  Daily 
Living”  (arranged  by  Young 
Friends) 

7:30-9:45 

SESSION  VIII: 

FWCC 

Social  Order  Concerns 
“Faith  and  Works;  How  Can  We 
Help  One  Another  In  That 
Which  is  Eternal?”  A round- 
table sharing  of  queries  with 
Friends  engaged  with  AFSC, 
FCNL,  Monthly  and  Yearly 
Meeting  Committees. 

Thursday,  August  6 

7:00-8:15 

Breakfast 

8:15-9:30 

Worship-Fellowship  Groups 

10:00-12:00 

Representative  Committee 
“Family  and  New  Relationships-” 
Discipline  Committee 
Consideration  by  small  groups  of 
queries  for  new  Faith  and  Practice 

11:45-1:15 

Lunch 

1:30-3:30 

Interest  and  Sharing  Groups 

4:00-5:00 

SESSION  IX: 

Memorial  Meeting  for  Worship 
A Celebration  of  Life 

5:00-6:30 

Dinner 

7:30- 

SESSION  X: 

Friend  in  the  Orient 
Peace  Concerns 

“How  Should  We  Define  the  Task 
of  the  Peace  Committee?” 

Friday,  August  7 

7:00-8:15 

Breakfast 

8:15-9:30 

Worship-Fellowship  Groups 

10:00  - 12:00  SESSION  XI: 

Remaining  Peace  and  Social  Order 
Concerns 

(Continued  on  page  162) 

(Continued  on  page  162) 
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11:45  - 1:15 

1:30-3:00 

3:00-4:00 

4:15-5:00 

5:00-6:30 


Nominating  Committee  Report 
Bulletin  Committee  Report 
Report  of  Treasurer  and  Finance 
Committee 

First  Reading  of  Epistle 
Lunch 

Interest  and  Sharing  Groups 
Open  Period 

SESSION  XII:  Meeting  for  Worship 
Dinner 


7:30  - 9:00  Community  Night 


Saturday,  August  8 

7:30-8:15  Breakfast 

8:15  -9:15  Worship-Fellowship  Groups 

9:30-  10:45  SESSION  XIII: 

Epistles 

Sharing  and  Concerns 

11:00- 12:00  SESSION  XIV:  Meeting  for  Worship 
11:45-1:15  Lunch 

1 :30  - 3:00  Evaluation  with  Representatives  and 
committee  clerks 


Urgent:  Help  Needed  for  PYM 
Secretariat 

Co-ordinator(s)  for  the  Secretariat  at 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  are  needed  to  work 
in  the  1981  session  at  Chico,  August  2-8, 
and,  following  this  training,  to  be  prepared 
to  direct  the  Secretariat  in  1982.  Yearly 
Meeting  pays  all  expenses  of  room  and 
board  for  Co-ordinators  of  this  service  to 
Friends. 

Qualifications  are  outlined  in  the  March 
Friends  Bulletin.  Contact  Assistant  Clerk 
Rosalie  Pizzo-Strain,  369  Wayside  Road, 
Portola  Valley,  CA  94025,  phone:  (415) 
851-1803  if  you  have  questions  and/or  wish 
to  apply.  Volunteers  have  come  forward  to 
help  in  the  Secretariat,  but  no  one-as  yet- 
has  offered  to  assume  the  primary  responsi- 
bility. We  do  need  your  help. 


**  All  meetings  indicated  by  the  word  SESSION 
in  capital  letters  are  plenary  sessions.  Everyone  is 
welcome. 


Arrangements  for  PYM 

by  Ernie  Von  Seggern,  Arrangements  Clerk 

We  hope  you  are  looking  forward  to  Yearly 
Meeting  as  much  as  the  Arrangements  Committee 
is.  Here  are  some  reminders: 

(1)  Be  sure  to  advise  Sheila  Moran,  registrar, 
if  there  are  changes  in  your  plans  after  you  have 
sent  in  your  registration  forms. 

(2)  Friends  need  to  leave  their  rooms  on 
Saturday,  August  8,  no  later  than  1 :30  p,m. 

(3)  The  phone  number  at  Craig  Hall  Complex, 
Chico,  is  916434-1393. 


How  to  Schedule  Interest  and  Sharing 
Groups  at  PYM 

Monthly  Meetings,  and  Yearly  Meeting  Commit- 
tees, and  other  Friends-Affiliated  Groups  expecting 
to  sponsor  Interest  Groups  at  PYM  are  reminded  to 
make  reservations  for  space  and  date  with  Rosalie 
Pizzo-Strain,  369  Wayside  Road,  Portola  Valley, 

CA  94052  well  before  Yearly  Meeting.  Please  in- 
form her  of  the  general  content  of  the  session,  the 
name  of  the  convenor  for  the  session,  and  the  group 
responsible. 

Friends  wishing  to  participate  in  a Sharing  Group, 
a group  of  Friends  sharing  a similar  experience, 
should  also  contact  her  for  space  and  time  arrange- 
ments. These  groups  may  wish  to  meet  several 
times  or  even  daily. 
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David  Burciaga,  AFSC  Mediator  for  UFW 


The  National  Farm  Worker  Ministry 

by  Ann  Rush,  Whitleaf  Meeting 

“The  National  Farmworker  Ministry  is  a minis- 
try of  the  Church  whose  purpose  is  to  be  present 
with  and  support  farm  workers  as  they  organize 
under  the  leadership  of  the  United  Farm  Workers 
to  overcome  their  powerlessness  and  achieve 
equality,  freedom  and  justice.” 

(The  NFWM  Mission  Statement) 

Last  December  I had  the  good  fortune  to  be 
sent  to  San  Juan,  Texas,  on  the  Mexican  border,  as 
the  AFSC  representative  to  the  Board  of  Directors 
of  the  National  Farmworker  Ministry.  For  many 
years  John  and  I have  been  receiving  the  NFWM 
Newsletters  as  members  of  the  Interfaith  Commit- 
tee to  Aid  the  Farmworkers,  but  somehow,  I never 
realized  the  scope  of  that  ministry. 

The  Ministry  is  affiliated  with  the  National 
Council  of  Churches  and  is  made  up  of  forty 
Protestant  and  Catholic  organizations,  with  twenty- 
three  full  time  staff  working  in  Florida,  Texas,  St. 
Louis,  New  York,  Los  Angeles,  Sacramento,  San 
Diego  and  La  Paz  (the  UFW  Union  Center). 

The  60th  anniversary  of  the  NFWM  is  being  cele- 
brated in  churches  and  synagogues  across  the  coun- 
try. In  1920  it  began  as  Migrant  Ministry  daycare 
centers.  I think  the  best  way  to  get  a feeling  of  the 


history  of  that  movement  is  through  the  words  of 
Cesar  Chavez  in  an  address  to  the  National  Council 
of  Churches’  Governing  Board  in  celebration  of  those 
sixty  years: 

“.  . . I want  to  share  with  you  how  the 
Migrant  Ministry  and  I met  along  the  road  and 
grew  together:  first  in  the  30’s— I,  as  a migrant 
child,  and  the  Migrant  Ministry,  as  an  infant 
organization;  second,  in  the  50’s— I,  as  a confused 
community  organizer,  and  the  Migrant  Ministry, 
torn  between  charity  and  justice;  third,  the  60’s 
to  the  present— I,  as  a union  leader  of  migrant 
workers,  and  the  Migrant  Ministry  as  one  con- 
crete example  of  the  Church’s  existing  for 
humanity. 

“We  first  met  in  the  labor  camps  of  California: 

I was  a child  picking  everything  under  the  sun.  . . 
Migrant  Ministry  summer  volunteers  would  visit 
our  labor  camp  once  a week.  They  would  play 
games  with  us,  show  films,  give  us  milk  and  cook- 
ies and,  when  they  were  lucky,  get  us  into  a Bible 
class.  Later,  I was  a community  organizer  trying 
to  bring  about  change  by  educating  workers  and 
the  Migrant  Ministry  was  hoping  to  educate  the 
growers. 

“Finally,  I realized  that  the  root  problem  was 
the  powerlessness  of  the  migrant  workers.  And 
at  the  same  time  the  Migrant  Ministry  joined  us 
in  our  struggle  and  became  what  Bonhoeffer  calls 
‘the  Church,  as  her  true  self,  existing  for  human- 
ity, standing  with  the  exploited,  the  dispossessed 
and  the  powerless.’ 

“The  Migrant  Ministry  summer  volunteers 
became  boycotters.  . . the  games  became  picket 
lines.  . . the  films  became  the  real  life  drama  of 
the  struggle.  . . the  milk  and  cookies  became  the 
tons  and  tons  of  food  gathered  for  strikers.  . . 
and  the  Bible  classes  that  we  tried  so  hard  to 
avoid  became  prayer  vigils  inside  county  jails, 
at  the  produce  counters  of  supermarkets  and 
with  us  in  our  meetings  and  conventions.  . . Let 
us  continue  these  prayer  vigils  wherever  the  poor 
are  struggling  for  ‘strength  in  their  own  hands’ 
so  that  the  Church  will  become  more  and  more 
her  true  self,  existing  for  humanity.” 

It  was  a moving  experience  to  spend  three  days 
at  the  San  Juan  Catholic  Retreat  house  with  those 
dedicated  servants  of  the  poor— over  fifty  nuns, 
priests,  ministers  of  every  major  denomination,  and 
a few  lay  people  like  myself. 

(Continued  on  page  164) 
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(NFWM:  Cont.  from  page  163) 

At  5:30  one  morning  we  distributed  leaflets  to 
hundreds  of  workers  crossing  the  border  to  find  work, 
inviting  them  to  a meeting  at  the  union  hall  that 
evening.  Later,  small  groups  of  us  met  with  growers, 
lawyers,  legislators,  local  clergy  or  the  Border  Patrol. 

I was  one  of  six  who  met  with  six  growers  and 
their  lawyer  in  his  office  around  a large  conference 
table.  Growers  with  thousands  of  acres  of  produce 
and  orchards  spoke  about  their  many  problems. 

One,  who  seemed  especially  moved  by  our  Southern 
Baptist  minister,  spoke  of  feeling  uneasy  about  his 
church  sending  money  for  poor  people  far  away  while 
we  church  people  came  from  far  away  to  help  poor 
people  down  there.  He  and  some  of  the  others  en- 
couraged us  to  come  back  and  talk  with  them. 

On  the  way  back  for  lunch  we  recalled  how  the 
lawyer  had  used  derogatory  language  about  the 
farmworkers  and  their  organizers  much  more  than 
the  growers  had.  We  could  not  help  asking  our- 
selves, if  it  was  to  his  benefit  to  keep  antagonism 
going  between  them? 

That  evening  we  went  to  the  Union  Hall  the 
Farmworkers  had  built  on  land  given  by  the  Catholic 
diocese.  It  was  filled  with  farmworkers  and  their 
songs,  speeches  of  encouragement  and  claps  for  all 
of  us  who  had  come  from  so  many  far  away  places. 

Our  final  Board  Meeting  was  a communion  service, 
and,  because  1 had  known  Dorothy  Day,  editor  of 
the  Catholic  Worker  who  had  died  two  days  before, 

I was  asked  to  give  the  homily. 

Telling  them  that  since  I am  a Quaker  I didn’t 
really  know  what  a homily  was  made  them  laugh 
and  made  me  feel  more  comfortable  giving  a “small 
sermon”  to  nuns,  priests  and  ministers!  I just  shared 
with  them  my  experience  with  Dorothy  Day  at  the 
Peacemaker’s  Fast  in  Washington,  D.C.,  thirty-one 
years  ago  witnessing  for  peace  and  protesting  the 
development  of  the  Hydrogen  Bomb.  I went  with 
her  and  Ammon  Hennacy  to  Mass.  I read  her  paper 
for  thirty -five  years  and  was  so  impressed  by  her 
articles  on  Cesar  Chavez  and  his  devotion  to  non- 
violence and  the  poor  that  I joined  the  movement. 

I mentioned  that  Dorothy  Day’s  grandson  was  my 
granddaughter’s  playmate  in  Quaker  City,  New 
Hampshire. 

And  so  with  songs  and  prayers,  hugs  and  warm 
words  our  board  meeting  ended. 

In  May  we  met  at  the  Vallombrosa  Catholic 
Retreat  Center,  Menlo  Park,  California.  This  time 
Cesar  was  with  us  for  dinner  and  spent  an  evening 
explaining  the  details  of  the  Farmworker’s  new 


organizational  plans,  with  many  charts  for  clarifi- 
cation. It  was  fascinating  and  often  very  funny  to 
hear  him  tell  of  the  growing  pains  of  a grass  roots 
movement  becoming  an  organized  union.  He  said, 

“We  Farmworkers  didn’t  know  anything  about 
‘management’;  in  fact  ‘management’  was  the 
‘enemy’  in  so  many  of  our  experiences.” 

He  said  the  growers  accused  them  of  not  know- 
ing how  to  manage  a union  and.  . . “They  were 
right!  The  growers  have  changed,  and  we  also  have 
changed.  . . we  learned.  . . we  listen  more  now.” 

Chris  Hartmire  who  has  been  the  beloved  and 
tireless  NFWM  executive  director  for  twenty  years 
has  resigned  in  order  to  work  more  closely  with 
the  Farmworkers  at  La  Paz.  He  wrote  in  the 
“Servanthood  Among  the  Poor,”  (1975),  “The 
farmworkers  keep  pulling  us  beyond  what  we 
thought  we  could  give  and  into  a whole  new  way 
of  looking  at  love  and  sacrifice.” 

Cesar  said  Chris  will  be  in  charge  of  systematic 
and  intensive  communication  within  the  union.  . . 

“a  very  great  need”  and  it  will  have  a “tremendous 
impact  on  the  union.” 

And  so  we  had  a party  to  celebrate  this  event 
(Catholics  and  ministers  love  to  celebrate  events). 

We  in  the  ministry  suddenly  picked  Chris  up  over 
our  heads  and  walked  with  him  to  Cesar  and  the 
Farmworkers  on  the  other  side  of  the  room  and 
gave  him  into  their  hands  over  their  heads.  The 
wise-cracking  nun  next  to  me  spontaneously  called 
out,  “We  call  this  ‘rendering  unto  Cesar’!” 

The  next  day  we  approved  Richard  Cook,  our 
Southern  Baptist  minister,  as  our  Acting  Director. 

We  decided  to  send  an  announcement  of  our  need 
for  a new  Executive  Director  to  a number  of  pub- 
lications. The  applicant  must  be  able  to  locate  in 
California  and  work  full-time  on  a subsistence 
salary  (housing,  food  allowance,  utilities,  medical 
expenses  and  $10  per  week  personal).  Bi -lingual 
(Spanish-English)  is  preferred.  Anyone  interested 
should  write  to  Rev.  John  Nasstrom,  1101  O’Farrell 
St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94109  (415474-8478)  by 
August  15. 

Friends  have  helped  the  farmworkers  down  through 
the  years  in  innumerable  ways.  For  many  years  the 
AFSC  has  been  supporting  David  Burciaga,  the  dean 
of  negotiators,  who  is  highly  respected  and  trusted 
by  both  the  growers  and  the  Farmworkers. 

There  are  still  things  concerned  Friends  need 
to  be  aware  of  in  California.  We  pride  ourselves  on 
progress  for  Farmworkers  under  the  new  Agriculture 
Labor  Relations  Act,  but  in  some  areas  of  our  state, 
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conditions  have  not  changed  at  all.  Many  farm- 
workers still  live  in  conditions  reminiscent  of  the 
dust  bowl  days  of  the  ’30s. 

A number  of  large  growers  have  formulated  a 
strategy  aimed  at  replacing  the  Agricultural  Labor 
Relations  Act  with  the  National  Labor  Relations 
Act.  Friends  Committee  on  Legislation  states: 

“The  idea  that  agriculture  labor  is  inherently  dif- 
ferent from  industrial  labor  is  the  basis  of  the  ALRA; 
the  ALRA  is  tailored  to  the  migrant  farm  labor 
situation.  If  the  ALRA  were  made  to  conform  with 
NLRA,  migrant  farmworkers  would  be  disenfran- 
chised.” 

After  both  of  the  Board  Meetings  I have  experi- 
enced the  warmest  hospitality  from  Catholic  Sisters 
and  sisters  and  brothers  who  invited  me  into  their 
homes  for  meals  and  took  me  to  the  bus  station, 
even  into  another  town  late  at  night.  I had  the 
wonderful  experience  of  riding  with  a Sister  from 
Los  Angeles  to  Menlo  Park,  sharing  our  lives  all 
the  way. 


Announcing  a PYM  Interest  Group  on 
Political  Structure  Based  on  Quaker  Principles 

by  A1  Anderson,  Berkeley  Meeting 

There  seems  to  be  a growing  interest  among  West 
Coast  Friends  in  “an  emphasis  on  the  positive.” 

Even  those  who  feel,  as  I do,  that  we  cannot  in  good 
conscience  give  support,  financial  or  otherwise,  to 
the  existing  U.S.  Government,  are  tired  of  being 
“all  negative.”  Believing  that  there  is  genuine  need 
for  governmental  structures  which  are  humane  and 
equitable,  many  of  us  would  welcome  with  open 
arms  (and  open  purses!)  a government  which  truly 
met  such  standards.  Being  presented  with  such,  even 
only  in  concept,  would  evoke  in  us  an  incalculable 
pent-up  and  bursting  urge  to  display  patriotic  fervor. 
We  are  tired  of  being  merely  negative  in  political 
matters. 

The  PYM  Social  Order  Committee  has  for  some 
time  now  been  encouraging  discussion  toward  this 
end,  though  with  political  structure  only  one  of  its 
structural  concerns.  A Ben  Lomond  weekend  on 
the  subject  A Friendly  Social  Order  was  held  last 
Fall,  and  reported  on  in  the  January  and  June 
issues  of  Friends  Bulletin.  An  interest  group  at 
Yearly  Meeting  will  continue  the  discussion  of 
this  general  topic. 


Inspired  by  this  effort,  and  by  political  realities 
in  our  day,  a few  of  us  met  during  the  last  College 
Park  Quarterly  Meeting  at  Ben  Lomond  (May  16- 
17)  to  focus  our  attention  specifically  on  the 
political  structure  aspect  of  the  general  problem. 
Accordingly,  with  the  blessings  of  Ron  Steelman, 
current  clerk  of  PYM  Social  Order  Committee,  and 
of  Bob  Schutz,  former  clerk,  there  will  be  at  Yearly 
Meeting,  in  addition  to  the  Interest  Group  concerned 
with  A Friendly  Social  Order  in  general,  one  speci- 
fically on,  and  limited  to , political  structures.  The 
expectation  is  that  these  two  interest  groups  will 
be  mutually  enhancing  and  enlightening. 

Since  I am  the  one  who  initiated  the  discussion 
of  changes  in  political  structure  at  last  College  Park 
Quarterly  Meeting,  I have  been  asked  to  introduce 
the  topic  by  way  of  indicating  why  we  should 
spend  our  time  and  energy  dealing  with  it. 

As  some  of  you  know,  I have  for  many  years 
been  concerned  with  the  subject.  Some  of  you  have 
sat  through  several  hours  of  my  various  versions  of 
New  Hope  For  Meeting  Global  Crises  over  the  years 
(No,  not  this  year).  But  the  specific  inspiration  for 
this  effort  comes  from  recently  reading  more  thor- 
oughly than  ever  before  the  writings  of  an  18th  cen- 
tury birthright  Quaker  named  Tom  Paine.  Yes,  none 
other  than  “the  notorious  infidel,”  as  so  many 
Quakers  of  his  day  considered  him. 

Tom  Paine  was  a contemporary  of  John  Woolman, 
though  Woolman  died  two  years  before  Paine’s 
arrival  in  America.  Both  were  forthright  in  their 
opposition  to  slavery.  Paine  was  influential  primar- 
ily outside  Quakerism,  Woolman  within.  Paine’s 
main  instrument  was  his  remarkable  gift  with  words. 
Each  spoke  with  his  whole  life,  though  Paine  wan- 
dered much  farther  afield  than  Woolman. 

Thomas  Paine  was  the  most  effective  pamphleteer 
of  his  day;  not  only  in  America,  but  in  the  whole 
world.  Having  sparked  one  revolution,  the  American, 
he  went  on  to  participate  centrally  in  a much  more 
complicated  one,  the  French.  He  lived  to  be  betray- 
ed by  both,  and  to  wish,  I suspect,  that  he  had  more 
firmly  rejected  the  violent  aspects  of  each.  For  as 
he  lay  near  death  from  disease  in  a French  prison 
and  scheduled  for  the  Guillotine  (among  other  things 
because  he  spoke  against  beheading  Louis  XVI), 
George  Washington  and  the  victorious  government 
in  America  acted  as  if  they  never  knew  him.  Add 
official  Quakerism’s  severe  condemnation,  and  his 
depression  in  his  last  days  becomes  understandable. 
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Yet,  despite  this,  and  severe  pressure,  including  that 
from  Quakers,  to  repent  his  devastating  attacks  on 
orthodox  Christianity,  he  maintained  his  personal 
integrity  to  the  last.  Like  Luther  and  Thomas  Moore 
before  him,  he  “refused  to  recant.”  A relative  of 
the  famous  Quaker  Elias  Hicks  stood  by  him,  and  it 
was  Elias  Hicks  himself  who  later  somewhat  redeemed 
Quakerism  for  its  at-one-time  disgraceful  treatment 
of  Friend  Tom  Paine,  and  who  inspired  that  branch 
of  Quakerism  of  which  PYM  is  a descendant. 

But  why  do  I mention  Tom  Paine  in  my  effort 
to  justify  a PYM  Interest  Group  on  Humane  and 
Equitable  Political  Structures? 

Tom  Paine  had  been  in  America  only  about  a 
year  and  a half  when  he  wrote  Common  Sense  and 
thereby  electrified  the  western  world.  Its  publication 
in  January  1776  was  the  major  factor,  so  Jefferson 
said  and  many  believe,  in  inspiring  The  Declaration 
of  Independence.  And  it  is  important  to  under- 
stand the  reason  his  influence  on  The  Declaration 
was  so  central,  because  it  is  for  the  same  reason  that 
he  and  his  views  are  so  relevant  to  us  and  our  situ- 
ation today. 

Fresh  from  England  when  he  arrived  in  America 
in  1774,  having  most  of  his  life  been  victimized  and 
seen  others  victimized  by  the  British  Government, 
having  himself  been  an  instrument  of  its  oppression 
in  the  role  of  exciseman,  and  having  a characteristic 
Quaker  flair  for  cutting  to  the  heart  of  things,  Tom 
Paine  was  peculiarly  suited  to  declare  with  convinc- 
ing conviction  to  the  budding  revolutionaries  in 
America  that  their  problems  with  the  British 
Government  went  far  beyond  their  being  treated 
unjustly  within  the  structure  of  the  British  Consti- 
tution. Rather,  that  the  injustices  they  were  suffer- 
ing were  inherent  in,  and  necessarily  followed  from, 
the  very  nature  of  that  structure  itself!  And  it  was 
his  clear  and  irrefutable  defense  of  this  thesis  that 
persuaded  the  overwhelming  bulk  of  the  American 
people  that  they  would  only  have  justice  under  a 
form  of  government  of  radically  different  structure. 
Thus  did  the  American  outcry  shift  from  one  seek- 
ing justice  under  the  British  Constitution  to  one 
declaring  independence  from  it\ 

Accordingly,  I feel  certain  that  if  Tom  Paine  were 
among  us  today , participating  with  us  in  our 
Monthly,  Quarterly,  and  Yearly  Meetings,  that  he 
would  be  speaking  to  us  something  like  this: 

“Just  as  about  200  years  ago  Quaker  Princi- 
ples required  that  we  declare  our  independence 
of  the  then  British  Government,  because,  in 
AFSC  terminology,  it  was  violence  institution- 


alized, so  today  I see  that  the  government  which 
I helped  to  launch  independent  of  that  British 
Government  (namely,  the  present  U.S.  Govern- 
ment) has  shown  itself  also  to  be  violence 
institutionalized. 

“I  see  now  that  the  criticism  I had  of  the 
then  British  Government,  that  it  permitted  the 
most  aggressive  and  acquisitive  to  accumulate 
for  personal  use  and  advantage  virtually  all  of 
what  is  rightly  our  God-given  common  heritage 
(land,  water,  air,  mineral  and  energy  resources), 
and  then  to  use  this  unjust  advantage  in  oppres- 
sing others,  was  not  corrected  in  the  governmen- 
tal structure  which  resulted  from  the  efforts  of 
myself  and  my  colleagues.  I see  now  that  the 
natural  inalienable  rights  of  each  individual  which 
I held,  and  still  hold,  most  dear,  have  not  been 
assured  by  the  simple  formula  which  I so  dog- 
matically and  unQuakerly  advocated,  the  simple 
formula  of  deciding  everything  by  majority-vote. 
For  I see  now  that  such  majority -vote  can  be 
skillfully  manipulated  by  those  with  money  and 
resources.  I see  now  that  the  criticism  which 
John  Quincy  Adams  voiced  of  my  simplistic 
faith  in  majority -vote  was  valid,  and  that  a 
humane  and  equitable  constitutional  structure 
must  contain  assurance  that  our  “certain  inalien- 
able rights”  are  not  subject  to  overturn  by  any 
means , not  by  executive  decree  and  not  by  any 
amount  of  majority-vote,  no  matter  how  over- 
whelming. Only  thus  can  inalienable  rights  truly 
he  inalienable.  Indeed,  I have  seen  how  in  my 
own  life  here  on  earth  the  overwhelming  major- 
ity can  be  turned  against  one  whose  Inward 
Light  speaks  differently  from  that  majority;  and 
that  this  can  happen  even  among  Quakers. 

“And  I see  also  that  the  natural  right  of  which 
I spoke  so  fervently,  the  right  of  each  generation 
to  be  unbound  by  agreements  and  commitments 
of  any  previous  one,  must  be  extended  to  the 
individual.  In  short,  just  as  no  individual  born 
into  this  earthly  life  can  be  held  responsible  for 
‘ original  sin,’  only  for  her  or  his  own  sins,  so 
s/he  can  not  be  rightly  held  to  have  obligations, 
military  or  otherwise,  based  on  agreements  made 
by  someone  else,  whether  these  be  signers  of  a 
Constitution  in  my  generation  or  they  be  office- 
holders today. 

“Therefore,  in  keeping  with  our  Quaker  belief 
in  continuing  revelation,  I am  happy  to  join  with 
you  today  in  declaring  independence  from  views 
which  I myself  held  so  vehemently  200  years 
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ago,  and  from  the  governmental  structure  which 
has  become  the  implementation  of  those  views. 

“Because  I still  hold  that  our  main  concern 
must  be  with  that  subtle  and  so  easily  overlooked 
institutionalized  violence  and  oppression,  and 
that  the  institutionalized  violence  implicit  in  the 
British  Constitution  of  my  day  was  not,  it  now 
is  clear,  remedied  in  the  U.S.  Government  which 
replaced  it  in  America. 

“Therefore,  I find  myself  wishing  that  I could 
return  to  earth  to  help  you  do  a more  thorough 
job  of  what  we  too  hastily  attempted,  and  to  help 
you  implement  a declaration  of  independence 
for  your  day  by  a means  worthy  of  the  hoped 
for  end:  that  is,  non  -violently. 

“In  any  case,  I wish  you  well.  And  I will,  if 
I possibly  can  manage  it  in  my  present  disembodi- 
ed state,  be  somehow  working  with  you  side  by 
side.  Godspeed,  and  be  assured  that  I forgive 
those  in  my  day  who  presumed  to  speak  for 
Quakerism  in  refusing  to  allow  my  body  to  be 
buried  in  the  Quaker  burial  ground,  especially 
since  I now  see  more  grounds  for  their  annoyance 
with  me  than  I did  then. 

“Your  loving  Friend,  Tom  Paine” 

(See  his  Common  Sense , especially  the  edition 
containing  “Epistle  To  The  Quakers,”  for  Tom 
Paine’s  criticism  of  the  British  Constitution  of  his 
day.  For  insight  which  goes  a long  way  to  explain 
the  structural  faults  in  the  U.S.  Constitution,  see 
two  Pulitzer  Prize  books:  The  Ideological  Origins 
of  The  American  Revolution  by  Bernard  Bailyn, 
and  Main  Currents  in  American  Thought  by  Vernon 
Louis  Parrington.  The  small  book  by  J.  Morrison 
Davidson,  Four  Precursors  of  Henry  George , shows 
how  Tom  Paine  and  others  predated  Henry  George 
in  upholding  the  concept  of  land  and  resources  as 
a common  heritage  to  which  we  all  have  an  inalien- 
able right.) 

Any  correspondence  regarding  this  Interest 
Group  should  be  sent  to  the  address  Dorothy  and 
I will  be  at  in  July  only.  2014  Los  Angeles  Ave., 
Berkeley,  CA  94707;  phone:  (415)  526-5155. 


Hurrah  for  Friends  World  Committee  for 
Consultation 

by  Mary  Etter,  Eugene  Meeting 

Oregon  was  fortunate  this  spring  in  having 
visitations  to  eight  communities  by  George  and 
Elizabeth  Watson,  and  to  two  communities  by 
Arthur  Roberts  and  Ben  Seaver.  The  latter  team 
traveled  together  representing  pastoral  and  unpro- 
grammed Friends,  respectively. 

Small,  isolated  worship  groups  and  preparative 
meetings  especially  appreciated  the  time  given  them 
by  the  Watsons,  who  traveled  from  Ashland  to 
Bend,  to  Deadwood,  to  Hood  River,  and  places  in 
between.  They  talked  on  a wide  variety  of  topics 
including  “Quaker  Mystics,”  “Women  in  the  Bible,” 
“Death  and  Dying,”  “Simplified  Life  Styles,”  im- 
pressing us  by  their  wisdom  and  knowledge.  In 
Newberg,  Genevieve  Cole,  co-opted  member  of 
FWCC,  arranged  for  the  Watsons  to  speak  to  two 
classes  at  George  Fox  College. 

Arthur  Roberts,  professor  at  George  Fox  College, 
and  Ben  Seaver,  a retired  AFSC  Peace  Secretary, 
had  not  met  until  a few  hours  before  they  spoke 
in  the  Eugene  Friends  Meetinghouse  on  the  topic, 
“Peace  Making  and  Peace  Keeping  — Sources  of  this 
Testimony  and  Witness  to  It.”  (A  tape  recording 
of  their  talks  can  be  borrowed  from  Mary  Etter, 
3130  Potter,  Eugene,  OR  97405.)  Perhaps  the  most 
important  benefit  of  their  ministry  was  their  barrier- 
breaking between  Church  and  Meeting.  Seven  pas- 
toral Friends  took  part  in  the  event  at  the  Meeting- 
house so  we  felt  love  and  understanding  developing. 
(Genevieve  and  Frank  Cole  drove  100  miles  to  intro- 
duce the  speakers!)  FWCC  is  truly  helping  us  to 
seek  together  for  God’s  leading. 
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Southern  California  Quarterly  Meeting  — 

May  17,  1981 

by  Meta  Ruth  Ferguson,  Acting  Reporter  SCQM, 

La  Jolla  Meeting 

“Fanning  the  Flame”  was  the  theme  for  the  May 
session  of  Southern  California  Quarterly  Meeting 
when  we  met  in  Santa  Barbara  Meeting’s  new  meet- 
ing home  at  Marymount  School.  Following  an  in- 
spiring meeting  for  worship,  the  spirit  of  worship 
continued  as  five  Meetings  presented  their  annual 
State  of  the  Meeting  reports  with  a period  of  time 
after  each  one  for  meditation  and  response. 

While  recognizing  needs  within  their  Meetings, 
each  report  expressed  an  encouraging  up-beat  em- 
phasis. Claremont  Meeting  reported,  “There  is  a 
creative  vigor  in  our  Meeting.”  San  Fernando  has 
had  some  joint  activities  with  the  Iglesia  de  Dios 
that  shares  their  meeting  house,  which  in  another 
year  will  be  paid  for.  Santa  Monica  Friends  have 
been  refurbishing  their  meeting  house  which  is 
used  in  a variety  of  ways  to  serve  the  community. 
Their  Meeting  has  established  a West  Side  Peace 
Center  and  is  stronger  this  year.  Whitleaf  reported 
its  members  are  active  in  peace  organizations. 

“We  try  to  put  our  faith  into  action.”  Their  atten- 
dance includes  members  of  First  Friends  in 
Whittier,  making  theirs,  perhaps,  the  only  PYM 
Meeting  in  which  members  of  the  two  California 
yearly  meetings  worship  together  regularly. 
Westwood  reported  their  meetings  for  business 
have  become  more  worshipful.  They  are  seeking 
ways  to  enhance  their  feeling  of  community. 
Westwood  has  had  enriching  experiences  of  cele- 
bration with  nearby  Meetings. 

Each  of  these  Meetings  reported  a variety  of 
peace-promoting  activities,  with  draft  counseling 
being  referred  to  most  often.  During  the  period 
for  response  to  these  messages,  appreciation  was 
expressed  for  meeting  houses  that  are  being  used 
to  meet  community  needs. 

When  the  business  session  convened,  Marie  Parker, 
presiding  clerk,  explained  that  in  response  to  a re- 
quest by  the  QM  a new  arrangement  was  being  tried 
to  provide  more  time  for  business.  Two  sessions 
were  scheduled  for  business.  In  the  first,  reports 
were  made  by  committees  with  concerns  to  present 
or  items  calling  for  action  that  might  need  discus- 
sion or  seasoning.  Following  this  session,  these  con- 
cerns were  considered  by  sharing  groups,  which 
reported  during  the  second  business  session  when 
any  needed  action  on  the  concerns  was  taken. 

This  seemed  to  be  an  effective  procedure. 


SCQM  approved  the  recommendation  from  the 
Peace  and  Social  Order  Committee  that  we  endorse 
a California  Initiative  for  a Nuelear  Arms  Freeze 
and  appointed  two  representatives  to  serve  on  an 
AD  HOC  Steering  Committee  working  on  this 
issue.  In  addition  to  the  group  on  the  Nuclear 
Freeze,  there  were  sharing  groups  on  Friends 
Committee  on  Legislation,  El  Centro  de  Paz, 

Teenage  Friends,  and  one  arranged  by  Ministry 
and  Counsel  on  the  theme  of  the  day  “Fanning 
the  Flame.”  Another  group  considered  the 
Finance  Committee’s  report  in  response  to  a 
concern  referred  to  them  about  our  choice  of 
banks. 

The  Religious  Education  Committee  reported 
they  had  recently  sponsored  a stimulating  work- 
shop on  “Conflict  Resolution  in  the  Family.”  A 
highlight  was  the  “Family  Meeting”  of  a Friends 
family  of  seven  that  holds  such  meetings  weekly, 
providing  a means  for  airing  and  resolving  prob- 
lems. That  this  family  felt  secure  enough  to  hold 
their  actual  meeting  in  front  of  the  gathered  group 
at  the  workshop  was  impressive  and  appreciated. 

The  Retreats  Committee  reported  the  Memorial 
Weekend  retreat  would  be  on  the  theme:  “Violence 
vs  Non-Violence— Coping  with  Aggression  in  Child- 
ren, Youth,  and  Adults  within  the  Family,  the 
Neighborhood.”  The  Quarterly  Meeting  approved 
chartering  a bus  to  Chico  for  PYM.  David  Noble 
of  Santa  Barbara  Meeting  is  serving  as  coordinator 
and  is  accepting  reservations  for  the  bus. 

A slate  of  officers  for  the  coming  year  was 
approved.  Paul  Johnson,  of  Orange  Grove  Meeting, 
is  the  newly  appointed  SCQM  presiding  clerk. 

The  gracious  hospitality  of  Santa  Barbara  Friends, 
our  host  Meeting,  added  much  to  our  comfort  and 
enjoyment  throughout  the  weekend. 
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Letter 

Dear  Friends: 

That  I have  some  feeling  of  what  Friends  can  do 
and  should  do  in  today’s  world  is  hardly  surprising. 
Therefore  it  is  altogether  fitting  that  I spell  out  cer- 
tain conclusions  I’ve  arrived  at  and  certain  guide- 
lines I suggest. 

Let  me  say  at  the  outset  that  the  legacy  of 
George  Fox  and  the  Founders  can  be  misleading. 

We  do  not  have  an  Established  Church  (with  com- 
pulsory tithes),  an  arrogant  aristocracy,  a king  (or 
Cromwell),  or  a largely  illiterate  populace.  We  do 
not  need  such  simplistic  notions  as  the  inward 
light  (now  the  inner  light)  to  convince  us  that 
everyman  may  be  his  own  priest/minister  and  that 
the  endless  sacred  forms  are  so  much  mummery. 

In  fact,  these  concepts,  lifted  out  of  the  17th 
Century  and  applied  to  the  20th,  are  dysfunctional, 
as  I will  show.  What  we  get  out  of  the  long  and 
generally  commendable  history  is  what  the  philo- 
sophers could  have  started  us  with:  a human 
respect  for  each  other. 

But  many  Friends— and  we  have  all  left  the 
working  class  of  the  1 7th  Century  and  now  share 
with  the  Unitarians  and  Episcopalians  an  upper 
middle  if  not  upper  class  rating— seek  something 
meaningful  to  do.  Our  concern  for  peace,  for  the 
poor,  for  proper  sharing  of  the  world’s  goods  are 
evidences  of  it.  And  perhaps  our  concerns  are 
tinged  with  a certain  nostalgia  over  the  fact  that 
what  Friends  stood  for  in  the  17th  Century 
brought  persecution  down  on  them.  Nothing  of 
the  kind  is  likely  to  happen  today. 

But  there  is  major  religious  work  to  be  done. 

In  fact  there  may  always  be  major  religious  work 
to  be  done,  with  the  Quakers  not  always  willing 
to  undertake  it.  For  example,  when  organized 
religion,  with  the  backing  of  Queen  Victoria, 
undertook  to  obliterate  Darwinism,  including  the 
benefits  in  biology  the  new  science  implied,  Quakers 
absented  themselves  from  the  struggle  for  fifty 
years.  The  Quaker,  Edward  Burnett  Tylor  (1832- 
1917),  for  instance,  was  a prominent  anthropolo- 
gist during  the  entire  Darwin  controversy,  but  he 
stepped  cautiously  around  it ; he  was  knighted  for 
his  pains,  an  honor  never  accorded  Charles  Darwin. 
Obviously  something  had  happened  to  Quakerism 
between  the  days  of  the  bumptious  George  Fox 
and  the  days  of  Sir  Edward,  the  proper  Oxonian. 

I contrast  this  with  the  consistent  and  courage- 
ous Quaker  leadership  in  the  same  century  on  the 
anti-slavery  issue.  Here  the  Quaker  performance 


was  exemplary;  thousands  risked  their  lives  and 
property,  especially  in  manning  the  illegal  “under- 
ground railroad,”  while  invariably  avoiding  risking 
the  lives  of  others.  They  were,  to  be  sure,  secure. 

By  the  19th  Century,  certainly  by  the  prosperous 
second  half  of  it,  Quakers  had  completed  their 
climb  to  the  top  social  standing  of  at  least  the 
American  religious  bodies.  They  thus  belonged  to 
the  intellectual  class  able  to  think  about  and  be  con- 
cerned with  the  burning  Darwinian  issue.  I thus 
submit  that  Quakers  were  co-opted.  They  bought 
respectability  among  the  world’s  religions  by  giving 
up  the  campaign  against  conventional  ecclesiastical 
charlatanry. 

You  might  say  that  this,  too,  was  in  the  cards 
as  the  class-scene  shifted;  the  religion  of  the  poor 
and  for  the  poor  of  the  17th  Century  became  a 
religion  of  the  rich  in  the  20th.  Quakers  found  no 
further  need  to  protect  themselves  and,  by  exten- 
sion, no  need  to  protect  anyone  else  from  religious 
flimflam.  They  lost  touch  with  this  aspect  of 
oppression.  In  this  century  it  was  the  revolution- 
ary V.  I.  Lenin,  not  the  Quakers,  who  condemned 
religion  as  “the  opiate  of  the  people,”  though  I 
have  no  doubt  that  George  Fox  condemned  reli- 
gion in  equally  biting  terms.  Obviously  religion 
hasn’t  changed  in  the  last  three  centuries;  Quakers 
have. 

Today  the  modern  TV  Church  has  again  produced 
a religious  oligarchy  of  disproportionate  power  in 
society,  but  this  time  there  are  neither  Quakers  nor 
their  equivalent  to  dispute  the  new  repression. 

Here  we  must  remember  that  a religion,  any  reli- 
gion, is  a system  of  government.  And  numerous 
religions  have  stepped  in  to  take  over  formal  govern- 
ment whenever  the  secular  power  wavered.  Later, 
if  at  all  possible,  they  will  become  th ede  jure  govern- 
ment, as  in  Iran.  This  is  one  of  the  most  ancient 
patterns  known  to  man;  in  precolonial  Africa,  the 
cradle  of  our  kind,  tribes  were  ruled  by  priest  and 
chief,  often  by  a priest-chief.  There  were  no  areas 
of  secular  authority  religion  dared  not  invade,  but 
the  reverse  was  not  true.  The  secular  authorities 
could  not  do  the  religious  thing.  They  did  not  have 
the  showmanship  of  the  metaphysical,  as  it  might 
be  called,  nor  were  they  ordained  to  use  the  sacred 
magic.  Thus  in  the  relationship  between  civil  govern- 
ment and  the  sacerdotal  there  is  always  this  uncer- 
tainty; who  knows  when,  by  popular  demand  of  a 
bewildered  and  backward  people,  a “government 
of  salvation”  will  take  over. 

( Continued  on  page  170) 
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( Letter : Cont.  from  page  169) 

Quakers  are  properly  given  some  of  the  credit 
for  our  setting  up  that  delicate  balance,  the  separa- 
tion of  church  and  state  as  guaranteed  in  the  Con- 
stitution. In  fact,  the  lack  of  such  a separation 
created  the  religious  turmoil  of  the  17th  Century, 
which  produced,  among  other  benefits  and  draw- 
backs, the  Religious  Society  of  Friends.  And, 
despite  their  early  flirtation  with  a theocratic 
government  for  the  Pennsylvania  colony,  they  saw 
the  wisdom  and  necessity  for  the  separation. 

Unfortunately,  “separation”  has  been  expand- 
ed by  a series  of  court  decisions  as  well  as  public 
opinion  to  mean  “hands  off  us.”  In  this  climate 
churches  conduct  huge  businesses  tax-free.  The 
separation  device  has  set  up  a grey  area  in  the  law 
so  that  no  one  knows  what  a religion  legally  is: 
e.g.  is  Scientology  really  a religion?  Is  Synanon, 
the  drug  rehabilitation  group,  a religion?  Many 
such  organizations  were  started  as  secular  societies 
to  perform  secular  services  and  transformed  them- 
selves into  religions  to  escape  taxes  and  other  kinds 
of  official  regulation.  But  the  record  shows  that 
they  have  not  used  their  freedom  from  official 
restraint  wisely.  The  extreme  case  is  the  late 
maniacal  Rev.  James  Jones  who  used  his  legal 
“religious  freedom”  to  plan  and  carry  out  his  now 
infamous  mass-suicide/mass-murder  plan.  But  not 
even  this  event  has  put  a limit  on  the  freedom  of 
religious  practitioners.  The  trend  of  current  court 
decisions  is  to  expand  further  the  rights  of  the 
practitioner,  usually  at  the  expense  of  his  congre- 
gation. 

To  a George  Fox,  as  of  the  17th  Century,  this 
called  for  direct  action.  If  a priest  should  intone 
before  a hushed  and  bowed  congregation  that  “God 
has  entered  this  house,”  Fox  would  stand  up  and 
shout,  “That’s  a lie.”  True,  certain  individuals  from 
amongst  the  hushed  and  bowed  would  thereupon 
seize  Fox,  take  him  out  and  beat  him  up.  But  he 
was  a large  and  muscular  man,  dressed  in  leather, 
and  he  easily  survived  such  episodes.  Survived  to 
shout  again. 

To  be  sure,  most  religions  are  founded  on  lies. 
And  not  infrequently  the  lies  are  maintained  by  an 
artful  disbeliever  in  the  pulpit  to  beguile  the  believ- 
ers out  front.  But  how  to  alleviate  the  prima  facie 
oppression  this  situation  implies  has  never  been 
simple  or  obvious.  One  slow  way  society  has  used 
for  many  years  is  education.  For  the  broad  aim 
of  education  is  to  produce  the  rational  man,  aware 
of  the  determinisms  in  life.  Unfortunately,  the 


“owners”  of  religious  lies  regularly  intervene  to  pre- 
vent exposure  of  their  grand  facade.  Such  interven- 
tion, however,  can  provide  Quakers  with  a viable 
point  of  attack:  the  protection  of  academic  free- 
dom from  outside,  ideologic  attack. 

Other  opportunities  for  remedial  action  are  rare. 
Neither  the  Quakers  nor  an  enlightened  government 
can  prevent  people  from  being  superstitious.  But 
what  can  be  done  is  to  let  in  light  and  air.  We  must 
learn  again  to  criticize.  We  must  learn— hopefully 
with  Quaker  help— to  be  at  least  as  searching  in  our 
criticism  of  the  Catholic  Church  “product,”  for 
example,  as  we  are  of  the  General  Motors  product. 
We  must  correct  the  unfortunate  double  standard 
in  our  treatment  of  the  sacred  and  profane.  We 
must  rescind  the  gentleman’s  agreement  under  which 
religions  withhold  criticism  of  each  other. 

This  implies  giving  up  that  unexplained  and  inex- 
plicable metaphor,  the  inward  light.  At  best  it  was 
a counsel  of  complacency;  at  worst,  a self-righteous 
sanction  for  the  wholesale  murderers  from  Moses 
to  Hitler,  who  are  our  spiritual  forebears.  They  too 
had  an  inward  light;  so  too,  no  doubt,  had  the 
Aztec  priests  whose  expertise  consisted  in  slicing 
open  the  human  chest  with  an  obsidian  knife  and 
snatching  out  a living  human  heart.  Fox  never 
examined  the  implications  of  a universal  conscience. 
It  was  Fox’s  folly.  Yet  this  is  what  Quakers  keep 
while  Quakers  have  abandoned  the  manly  shout  as 
we  enter  this  new  period  of  resurgent  religious 
power. 

In  further  erosion  of  secular  authority,  the 
morning  paper  announces  that  parochial  schools 
shall  hereafter  be  exempt  from  having  to  protect 
their  employees  with  Social  Security , under  a 
unanimous  ruling  by  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court. 

This  reinforces  the  social  irresponsibility  of  big 
religions,  who  sought  the  ruling,  in  that:  a)  they 
may  now  more  freely  override  the  rights  of 
teachers,  and  b)  they  become  competitively 
better  able  to  deny  their  students  the  rational 
education  demanded  by  democracy  in  favor  of 
racial/religious  prejudice  helpful  to  the  hierarchy. 

I would  not  bring  up  this  current  onslaught  by 
the  religious  lobby  upon  education  were  it  not  that 
“Quaker  schools”  are  listed  in  the  news  item  as 
parties  to  the  suit,  supporting— possibly  for  some 
petty  pecuniary  reason— what  in  Fox’s  terms  is 
typical  religious  oppression. 

David  Alan  Munro, 

Orange  County  Meeting 
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Dying  is  Not  Death 

by  Patricia  Stewart,  Berkeley  Meeting 

I think  of  death  at  two  levels.  Death,  the  spiri- 
tual passage,  has  a certain  beauty  and  mystery.  I 
am  content  to  let  it  unfold  without  knowing  — I 
might  even  say,  without  caring  — whether  it  means 
a personal  survival  or  an  annihilation  of  the  person- 
ality I call  myself.  In  any  event,  I think  of  death 
as  joining  (or  rejoining)  the  God-life  of  the  universe, 
the  eternally  loving,  infinitely  beautiful  Reality 
which  now  I glimpse  fleetingly  with  unexpected 
flashes  of  joy.  I confess  I think  of  death  with  curi- 
osity. After  all,  it  will  be  the  final  human  experi- 
ence. Dying,  however,  is  another  matter.  I have 
a normal  dread  of  the  process  of  deteriorating  and 
separating  from  my  familiar  body.  Naturally,  as  we 
all  must,  I hope  for  an  easy  passage,  remembering 
the  Greek  saying  that  no  man  should  be  called  for- 
tunate until  the  manner  of  his  dying  is  known.  I 
think,  too,  of  the  inconvenience  and  ugliness  and 
pain  of  physical  disintegration  which  I hope  to  bear 
with  what  dignity  and  fortitude  I can  manage,  fol- 
lowing the  example  of  Friends  and  those  others  gone 
before  me.  Picasso,  in  his  nineties,  said  that  when 
he  entered  his  studio  he  left  his  decrepit  body  out- 
side, as  Muslims  leave  their  shoes  at  the  door  of  the 
temple.  Whatever  is  in  store  for  me  in  meeting 
death,  should  I not  know  that  my  God,  who  has  seen 
me  through  every  other  experience,  will  be  with  me 
and  available  in  my  final  need? 

I pray  for  an  open  heart  in  dying  as  in  living. 

May  that  loving  Presence  cast  out  my  creaturely 
fear  of  the  unknown  and  bring  me  into  the  everlast- 
ing Light. 


Letter 

Dear  Editor: 

I just  received  the  May  issue  of  Friends  Bulletin, 
and  noted  with  interest  your  editorial,  which  spoke 
of  threats  to  civil  liberties  which  are  posed  by  vari- 
ous proposals  before  the  new  administration. 

Because  I share  this  concern,  I have  assembled 
the  enclosed  chart,  to  assist  people  in  maintaining 
the  Witchhunt  Watch  you  suggest  is  needed.  This 
chart  was  originally  published  in  a local  alternative 
paper,  and  was  scheduled  to  be  printed  as  well  by 
the  Bay  Guardian.  I have  now  made  it  into  a pos- 
ter, available  from  Kimo  Press,  Box  1361,  Falls 
Church,  VA  22041 , for  SI  .50  postpaid. 

I hope  this  chart  is  of  use  to  you.  I would  be 
very  gratified  if  you  thought  to  mention  it  in  the 
Bulletin. 

Yours, 

Chuck  Fager 


Memorial  Minute 

Margaret  Barnard 

A Memorial  Service  was  held  on  May  6 for 
Margaret  Barnard  who  attended  La  Jolla  Meeting 
as  long  as  she  was  able.  She  was  for  years  a member 
of  the  Schmerhorn  Meeting  in  Brooklyn.  The  ser- 
vice was  attended  by  at  least  fifty  of  her  friends 
from  the  Casa  de  Manana  where  she  lived  and  by 
members  of  our  meeting  who  knew  her  best. 

Margaret  had  a distinguished  career  in  the 
field  of  medicine  and  public  health.  She  was  one 
of  the  two  first  women  to  attend  Cornell  Medical 
School.  After  she  got  her  degree  from  Cornell, 
she  went  on  for  another  in  Public  Health  at  Johns 
Hopkins  Medical  School.  She  worked  closely  with 
Mayor  La  Guardia  and  was  in  charge  of  the  clinics 
for  children  in  New  York  City.  She  also  taught  at 
Columbia  Medical  School.  After  her  retirement 
she  was  director  of  the  State  School  for  the  Men- 
tally Retarded  at  Sunmount,  Tupper  Lake,  New 
York.  She  died  on  April  14,  1981 , in  Venice, 
Florida. 
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Memorial  Minute 

Joshua  Baily 

Joshua  Longstreth  Baily,  Jr.,  died  April  18,  1981. 
He  was  born  in  Philadelphia  and  attended  meeting 
in  Haverford  with  his  father  and  grandfather.  He 
first  came  to  La  Jolla  in  1902  on  a vacation  trip. 
Joshua  graduated  Phi  Beta  Kappa  in  literature  from 
Haverford  College  in  1911,  then  completed  a mas- 
ters degree  in  music  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
in  1913.  He  married  Ruth  Ingersoll  Robinson  in 
St.  Paul’s  Episcopal  Church  in  San  Diego  in  1917. 

In  1936  Joshua  enrolled  at  Johns  Hopkins 
University  and  received  his  doctorate  of  science 
degree  in  1938.  He  became  an  authority  on  mala- 
cology, the  study  of  snails.  He  was  elected  a fellow 
of  many  scientific  societies  including  the  Academy 
of  Natural  Science  in  Philadelphia,  the  American 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science  and 
the  California  Academy  of  Sciences.  He  was  a past 
president  of  the  San  Diego  Historical  Society  and 
a life  member  of  that  society  as  well  as  the  Ameri- 
can Malacological  Union,  the  Zoological  Society 
of  San  Diego  and  the  San  Diego  Natural  History 
Museum.  His  other  interests  included  chess  and 
trains.  Joshua’s  collection  of  shells,  which  he  used 
to  share  at  Christmas  gatherings  at  his  home,  is  now 
incorporated  in  the  display  at  the  Natural  History 
Museum  along  with  his  treatise  on  malacology. 

A founder  member  of  La  Jolla  Meeting,  in  recent 
years  before  his  illness,  Joshua  read  the  queries  and 
advices  on  the  first  Sunday  of  each  month.  His 
playing  of  Christmas  carols  on  the  piano  so  they 
sounded  like  chimes  was  enjoyed  by  the  Meeting 
family  for  many  years.  The  story  of  La  Jolla 
Meeting  was  written  by  Joshua  in  the  little  pamph- 
let, “Founding  and  Early  History  of  the  La  Jolla 
Friends  Meeting.” 

At  the  Memorial  Meeting  held  on  May  2,  Joshua 
Baily’s  many  civic  and  scientific  achievements  were 
recalled  and  those  present  heard  voices  from  the 
past— taped  messages  from  Joshua  and  his  beloved 
wife  Ruth.  He  was  92. 
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Announcement 

Help  Support  Human  Rights  for  the  Disabled 

by  Cathy  Jory,  Berkeley  Meeting  for  Social  Order 
Committee 

1981 , by  proclamation  of  the  United  Nations, 
is  the  International  Year  of  Disabled  Persons.  In 
celebration  of  the  International  Year  and  in  response 
to  the  Administration’s  proposed  $35  billion  cut  in 
federal  spending  for  social  services,  a Disabled 
American  Freedom  Rally  is  being  planned.  The 
Freedom  Rally  will  begin  with  a cross  country  cara- 
van phase  on  August  15,  1981 . The  caravans  will 
leave  from  Miami,  Boston,  Los  Angeles,  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  Seattle  and  assemble  in  Washington,  D. 

C.  for  a public  forum  on  September  Labor  Day 
Weekend.  The  caravans  will  stop  in  major  cities 
for  educational  and  organizational  rallies  in  support 
of  human  rights  for  people  with  disabilities. 

This  effort  is  being  funded  primarily  by  churches 
and  other  religious  groups.  Berkeley  Meeting  is  giv- 
ing $50  from  its  contingency  fund  and  would  like 
to  encourage  other  meetings  and  individuals  to  con- 
tribute to  this  cause. 

The  Northern  California  Ecumenical  Council  is 
handling  the  financial  account  for  the  DAFR.  Tax 
deductible  donations  can  be  made  out  to:  Disabled 
American  Freedom  Rally,  P.O.  Box  4688,  Berkeley, 
C A 94706. 


